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C on t en ts

The Community Bible Experience

COVENANT HIS TORY

I N T R O D U C TO RY  S E S S I O N

W E E K  1:  Genesis

W E E K  2 :  Exodus

W E E K  3:  Leviticus, Numbers

W E E K  4:  Numbers, Deuteronomy

W E E K  5:  Joshua, Judges

W E E K  6:  Ruth, Samuel–Kings

W E E K  7:  Samuel–Kings

W E E K  8:  Samuel–Kings

THE PROPHE TS

I N T R O D U C TO RY  S E S S I O N

W E E K  1:  Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah, Isaiah

W E E K  2 :  Isaiah

W E E K  3:  Isaiah, Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk

W E E K  4:  Jeremiah

W E E K  5:  Jeremiah

W E E K  6:  Obadiah, Ezekiel

W E E K  7:  Ezekiel

W E E K  8:  Haggai, Zechariah, Joel, Malachi
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THE WRITINGS

I N T R O D U C TO RY  S E S S I O N

W E E K  1:  Psalms

W E E K  2 :  Psalms

W E E K  3:  Psalms, Lamentations, Song of Songs

W E E K  4:  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

W E E K  5:  Job

W E E K  6:  Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah

W E E K  7:  Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah

W E E K  8:  Esther, Daniel

THE NE W TE S TAMENT

W E E K  1:  Luke–Acts

W E E K  2 :  Luke–Acts, 1–2 Thessalonians

W E E K  3:  1–2 Corinthians, Galatians, Romans

W E E K  4:  Romans, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, Philippians, 1 

Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy

W E E K  5:  Matthew

W E E K  6:  Hebrews, James, Mark

W E E K  7:  1–2 Peter, Jude, John

W E E K  8:  1–3 John, Revelation
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T h e  C omm u n i t y 
Bi bl e  E x per i enc e

ABOUT THIS JOURNEY

A Better Bible Experience

What would happen if we actually read the Bible? Not a verse here or 

there, but the whole Bible?

What if, instead of going it alone, we could have a real conversation 

about the Bible—one anyone can join, no matter where they are in their 

faith journey?

The Community Bible Experience is about reading the Bible as it 

was meant to be read—whole books, in community. It will take you 

beyond Bible study, beyond reading in fragments, and beyond reading 

in isolation.

Discover the complete story. Let’s read big, read real, and read 

together.

How It Works

1.	 Read big. You’ll cover the whole Bible in a series of four 8-week 

segments—reading 5 days a week, around 12 pages a day. The 

average day’s reading takes 30 minutes or so to complete.

2.	 Read real. You’ll use a groundbreaking presentation of the 

Scriptures, called The Books of the Bible. It’s designed to feel more 

like reading the original.

3.	 Read together. You’ll meet with your discussion group meet once 

a week for book club-style conversations about the Bible.

T h e  C omm u n i t y  Bi bl e  E x per i enc e
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8 | The Books of the Bible

A Unique Bible

During the Community Bible Experience, you’ll read from a revolution-

ary presentation of Scripture called The Books of the Bible.

When you open your copy, the first thing you’ll notice is that this 

is no ordinary Bible. There are no chapter or verse numbers. No study 

notes or cross references. No red lettering.

That’s because none of these features are original to the Scriptures. 

Most were added centuries later to help us find things. But the Bible 

isn’t a reference book; first and foremost, it’s a story. It’s a collection of 

books, each of which was meant to be experienced as a whole. Modern 

Bible formatting imposes a different structure on the text, one that 

encourages us to read in fragments.

The Books of the Bible is designed to be read from beginning to end. 

We’ve stripped away centuries of artificial formatting, leaving behind 

nothing but pure Bible text in a presentation that’s easier to read and 

understand.

We’ve formatted each book so you can see the natural section 

breaks put there by the authors. We’ve rearranged the books for easier 

understanding—for example, putting Paul’s letters in a more chron-

ological order (instead of longest to shortest), so you can follow along 

more easily.

The Books of the Bible features the complete text of the Bible in four 

volumes using the New International Version®, the most widely read 

contemporary English translation of the Bible.

DURING YOUR JOURNEY

Five Tips for Reading

1.	 Read what you can.
Don’t get discouraged if you fall behind. Keep at it, even if you 

don’t make it all the way through each day’s reading. If you have 

trouble keeping up, listening to the audio version can help.
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The Community Bible Experience | 9

2.	 Read every day.
Plan on reading five days a week, Monday through Friday. The 

pace is a little intense, but reading large portions of Scripture is also 

incredibly rewarding.

3.	 Be fully present.
Avoid distraction while reading. (Turns out we’re not that good 

at multitasking.) Instead, devote your full attention to the text.

4.	 Read the book intros.
The Books of the Bible includes brief introductions or “invita-

tions” to each book, unpacking the context and literary structure 

of what you’re about to read. Trust us, they’re well worth your time.

5.	 Don’t worry about the parts you don’t understand.
The goal is to read big, not to catch every detail. You can always 

go back and study a specific passage in greater detail later. For now, 

take in the big picture; let that be your focus as you read.

Reading Plan

Read five days a week, Monday through Friday. Most readings take 

around 30 minutes to complete. Some daily readings are longer or 

shorter, because each one ends at the close of a book or a natural section 

break within a book. Section breaks are indicated by line spaces—the 

bigger the space, the bigger the break.

Reading Sequence

The Books of the Bible is divided into four volumes: Covenant History, 

The Prophets, The Writings, and The New Testament. These volumes 

can be read in different sequences, depending on the preferences and 

needs of your group.

•	 Traditional sequence: Covenant History, The Prophets, The 

Writings, The New Testament

•	 New Testament first: The New Testament, Covenant History, The 

Prophets, The Writings
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10 | The Books of the Bible

•	 New Testament twice: The New Testament, Covenant History, The 

Prophets, The Writings, The New Testament

•	 New Testament only: The New Testament

Reading Schedule

Like the reading sequence, the reading schedule may be adapted to 

accommodate the desires and needs of your group. There are a total 

of 32 weeks of readings, 8 weeks per volume, and a variety of ways to 

schedule them:

•	 Whole Bible in one year: Early Fall, Late Fall, Winter, Spring

•	 One volume per year: January Year 1, January Year 2, January Year 3, 

January Year 4

•	 One volume per semester: Winter Year 1, Fall Year 1, Winter Year 2, 

Fall Year 2

SHARING THE JOURNEY

Planning Your Weekly Gatherings

Discussion groups should meet once a week during the Community 

Bible Experience.

When should we meet?

If possible, meet on weekends. There are no readings assigned for 

Saturday and Sunday, which makes the weekend a good time to get 

together.

How often should we meet?

Each volume of The Books of the Bible is broken into eight weeks of 

readings, but plan on meeting nine times for each volume. Have 

an introductory gathering the week before you start reading, then 

meet once a week for the next eight weeks to discuss the readings 

for that volume. If you are reading straight through all four volumes, 

you only need to have one introductory gathering which would take 

place before you begin your first volume.
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The Community Bible Experience | 11

How much time should we spend together?

Most discussion groups meet for 60–90 minutes each week, but 

feel free to adjust this based on the needs of your group.

What Will We Cover?

Each week, you will spend the first 30–60 minutes sharing your reflec-

tions on the text with your discussion group, using these five simple 

conversation starters:

1.	 What’s something you noticed for the first time?

2.	 What questions did you have?

3.	 Was there anything that bothered you?

4.	 What did you learn about loving God?

5.	 What did you learn about loving others?

During the last 15–30 minutes of your meeting, you will be prepar-

ing for the week ahead by watching a video of a Bible teacher explaining 

the significance of the Scriptures you are about to read.

Three Tips for Weekly Gatherings

If you’ve been part of a Bible study before, you might find these gath-

erings a bit different. Here are three tips to help you get the most 

from them.

1.	 Think “book club.”
Treat your weekly gatherings more like a book club than a tradi-

tional Bible study. The discussions are meant to be free-flowing 

and wide-ranging.

You may come to each week’s gathering with lots of specific 

questions. That’s okay. It’s what happens when you read 12 pages a 

day! Try to focus your conversation on the big picture—where the 

overall story is moving as is the part we’re invited to play in it. To 

help, you can suggest your group keeps a “parking lot” list of ques-

tions to explore further after your journey.
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12 | The Books of the Bible

2.	 Honor each participant, wherever they are in their journey.
It’s likely your fellow readers come from a variety of back-

grounds. You may hold different perspectives or assumptions about 

the Bible. Some of you may be lifelong students of the text; others 

may be brand new to it. Remember, each person has something 

meaningful to add to the conversation.

3.	 Listen actively, speak freely.
Welcome every voice in the conversation, and don’t hesitate to 

add your own. You never know how someone else might benefit by 

hearing what was new or compelling to you, what questions you 

had, or what you wrestled with.
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How God took up residence

IN THE GOOD CREATION

AS HIS COSMIC TEMPLE,

the attempt by humans to

REBEL AGAINST GOD’S

GRACIOUS RULE AND SEIZE

CONTROL OF THE WORLD,

and the unveiling of

THE CREATOR’S PLAN

TO CHOOSE ISRAEL AS HIS MEANS

OF BRINGING LIGHT AND LIFE

back to all peoples.

COVENANT HISTORY
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INVITATION  TO  

C ov ena n t  H i st ory

One continuous story runs through the first quarter of the Bible, 

covering all the books from Genesis to Samuel–Kings. It’s the 

story of the nation of Israel, told through a progression of covenants 

God made with the ancestors and people of Israel over the course of 

their history, thus the name of this volume, Covenant History.

To rescue humanity from rebellion and misery, God made his first 

covenant with one man, Abraham, promising that through him and 

his descendants everyone in the world would be blessed. When those 

descendants had grown into the nation of Israel, God brought them out 

of Egypt and made a further covenant with them; they were to follow 

God’s laws in order to provide a living demonstration of God’s goodness 

and wisdom to all the nations around them. Later, God made a covenant 

with one of their kings, David, promising that one of his descendants 

would always be on the throne of Israel.

Unfortunately, the people didn’t honor their agreements with God. 

Consequently, their nation was ultimately destroyed and they were 

scattered. At this point, the narrative of the Covenant History stops. 

But it’s clear that the story itself hasn’t come to an end. The covenant 

promises God made can’t be undone, even by human unfaithfulness. 

God will continue to act on behalf of this nation and work through it to 

reach all nations. How God does this is related in the books that make 

up the rest of the Bible.
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I n t roduc t ory  Se ssion

The Introductory Session introduces your group to The Books of 
Covenant History. Hold the Introductory Session the week before 
your fi st meeting. If you are reading straight through all four 
volumes, you will only hold one Introductory Session, which will 
take place before you begin your fi st volume. If you are spreading 
out your reading of the four volumes, it is helpful to have an intro-
ductory gathering the week before you start each one.

Getting to Know You (15–30 minutes)
If your group is new to each other, or if you have any new mem-
bers in your group for this session, invite each group member to 
introduce themselves, using any or all of the following prompts:

•	 List three of your roles in life and what you like about them.

•	 What one word describes your past experience of reading the 

Bible?

•	 What do you hope to get from this journey of reading The Books 

of Covenant History together? 

Introduction (15–30 minutes)

I N T RO D U C E  T H E  

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Explain how the Community Bible Experience works by summarizing 

the information in the book introduction, starting on page 7 of this 

study journal. The key points are:

•	 Five tips for Bible reading

•	 Weekly reading plan

•	 Weekly discussion questions for groups

•	 Three tips for weekly gatherings
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18 | The Books of the Bible

Allow time for discussion about how your group wants to func-
tion with each other and to address any concerns people have 
about doing the Bible reading.

INTRODUCE THE BOOKS OF COVENANT HISTORY

The Books of Covenant History contains six sections of important intro-

ductory material. If time allows, read through all six sections of the 

introductory material together. If your group has read other volumes 

in the past, or if you have time constraints, focus on the Drama of the 

Bible in Six Acts, page v (it’s helpful to read that together before every 

new series), and read the Invitation to the Covenant History, page xix.

Preparing for the Week Ahead (15–20 minutes)
Discuss the challenge of reading 12 pages a day. Remind partici-
pants that most readings take around 30 minutes to complete—
about the same time it takes to watch a short TV show.

WATCH VIDEO WEEK 1: GENESIS

To get the most out of what you will be reading in the coming week, 

close your time together by watching the video of Bible teacher John 

Walton explaining the themes and relevance of Genesis. Use the follow-

ing outline to jot down any additional insights or questions.

V I D EO  N OT E S

The Old Testament gives us God’s story, God’s revelation of his 

plans and purposes.

The Old Testament has authority: We have a responsibility to 

submit to it.

We have to read it in context: literary context and cultural context.
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The Community Bible Experience | 19

Purpose of Genesis

Introduces the presence of God

The story of the Bible: God’s plan is to reestablish his 

presence.

Covenant: the mechanism of establishing the presence of God

Overview of Genesis

Genesis 1–11: How God’s presence was lost and how people 

tried to regain it

Genesis 12–50: God’s counterinitiative in the covenant with 

Abraham

Themes of Genesis

Creation: God brings order. Why?

God orders creation to be a sacred space, so he can dwell 

among his people.

Disorder: By eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 

we want to make ourselves like God.

God reestablishes order through the covenant.
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20 | The Books of the Bible

The Israelites were God’s instrument to reveal himself.

Importance of Genesis

The patriarchs are not heroes, but rather show God’s plans and 

purposes.

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good 

to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 

many lives.”

(G E N E S I S  50 : 20 )

THIS WEEK

Read the book of Genesis in The Books of Covenant History. Maintain 

your momentum by keeping these guidelines in mind:

•	 Read what you can.

•	 Read something every day.

•	 Always have your Books of the Bible with you.

•	 Every week is a new week.

•	 Use this study journal as you do your reading for Week 1: Genesis, 

recording any thoughts on the Daily Reading Journal page.
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W E E K  1

Gen e si s
W E E K  1

Gen e si s

GENESIS

The book of Genesis is the first of five chronicles that make up Covenant 

History. A chronicle is a literary method of conveying historical mate-

rial as a series of stories based on a list of people or places. In Genesis, 

the chronicle is based on a list of people. The stories about the 11 people 

on the list are introduced by the phrase this is the account of [person 

X]. The general pattern is that after briefly considering their siblings, 

Genesis focuses on the individuals in each generation that God is work-

ing through to fulfill his promises.

What to watch for in Genesis: This book is an ancient record of the 

origins of humanity and the beginnings of God’s plan to restore order in 

the world he created. Look for all the instances where Genesis explains 

how something came to be.

PERSONAL BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Your personal Bible experience starts with a daily practice of read-

ing the Bible. This week before your group meeting, read the book of 

Genesis. Use the journaling space to capture your thoughts, questions, 

responses, emotions, and insights as you read the daily selection. Keep 

in mind the questions you will be talking about with your discussion 

group:

•	 What was new or compelling to you?

•	 What questions did you have?

•	 Was there anything that bothered you?

•	 What did you learn about loving God?

•	 What did you learn about loving others?
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22 | The Books of the Bible

Daily Reading Journal

Day 1: Genesis Invitation–11:26 (pages 1–17)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 2: Genesis 11:27–25:18 (pages 18–37)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 3: Genesis 25:19–35:29 (pages 38–56)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 4: Genesis 36:1–41:57 (pages 57–67)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 5: Genesis 42:1–50:26 (pages 67–83)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Genesis | 23

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Welcome to Session 1 of the Community Bible Experience. You have 

been experiencing the Bible personally by reading through the book of 

Genesis this week, and now your group has gathered to experience the 

Bible in community with one another. Think of your discussion as more 

of a book club than a Bible study.

Reflecting on the Previous Week (30–60 minutes)

From your Personal Bible Experience in Genesis this week, have a 

conversation with your group about what you read by answering the 

following questions. 

What was new or compelling to you?

What questions did you have?

Was there anything that bothered you?

What did you learn about loving God?
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24 | The Books of the Bible

What did you learn about loving others?

Preparing for the Week Ahead (15–20 minutes)

WATC H  V I D EO  W E E K  2:  E XO D US

To get the most out of what you will be reading in the coming week, 

close your time together by watching the video of Bible teacher John 

Walton explaining the themes and relevance of Exodus. Use the follow-

ing outline to jot down any additional insights or questions.

VIDEO NOTES

Where are the promises of God? 

Where is God?

Purpose of Exodus

Moses signals the beginning of God’s presence among his people 

again.

Focus of Exodus

The reestablishment of God’s presence in the tabernacle

Through Israel, all the world is blessed through God’s presence.
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Plagues deliver God’s people and demonstrate his character.

Israel is a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:4–6).

Torah is given so that God’s people can dwell within his presence.

Law is not legislation but wisdom for holiness.

Torah is connected to the tabernacle.

Relevance of Exodus

Unfolds God’s plans and purposes to dwell among his people

Learn God’s inclination and capabilities.

Wisdom to live in the presence of God

What is God doing, and how can I be a part of it?

THIS WEEK

Read the book of Exodus in The Books of Covenant History. Maintain 

your momentum by keeping these guidelines in mind:

•	 Read what you can.

•	 Read something every day.

•	 Always have your Books of the Bible with you.

•	 Every week is a new week.

•	 Use this study journal as you do your reading for Week 2: Exodus, 

recording any thoughts on the Daily Reading Journal page.
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W E E K  1

Gen e si s
W E E K  2

E xodus
W E E K  2

E xodus

EXODUS

In the book of Exodus, the second chronicle in the Covenant History 

begins, and this one continues through the books of Leviticus and 

Numbers too. This chronicle is based not on a list of people, as we saw 

in Genesis, but on a list of places, or travel notices, such as, The Israelites 

journeyed from Ramses to Sukkoth. What happened at each place they 

stopped is described after each notice. One location, Mount Sinai, is 

given far more attention than the others; the second half of Exodus, all 

of Leviticus, and the beginning of Numbers take place there.

What to watch for in Exodus: This book is rich with foreshadow-

ing of Jesus our Savior. Look for clues about the Messiah in the person 

of Moses, in the Passover, the meaning of the seven feasts, the Exodus, 

the provision of manna and water, the tabernacle, and the institution 

of high priest.

PERSONAL BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Your personal Bible experience starts with a daily practice of reading the 

Bible. This week before your group meeting, read the book of Genesis. 

Use the journaling space to capture your thoughts, questions, responses, 

emotions, and insights as you read the daily selection. Keep in mind the 

questions you will be talking about with your discussion group:

•	 What was new or compelling to you?

•	 What questions did you have?

•	 Was there anything that bothered you?

•	 What did you learn about loving God?

•	 What did you learn about loving others?
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Daily Reading Journal

Day 6: Exodus Invitation–12:28 (pages 85–105)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 7: Exodus 12:29–18:27 (pages 105–116)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 8: Exodus 19:1–24:18 (pages 116–124)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 9: Exodus 25:1–34:35 (pages 124–139)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 10: Exodus 35:1–40:38 (pages 139–148)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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28 | The Books of the Bible

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Welcome to Session 2 of the Community Bible Experience. You have 

been experiencing the Bible personally by reading through the book of 

Exodus this week, and now your group has gathered to experience the 

Bible in community with each other. Think of your discussion as more 

of a book club than a Bible study.

Reflecting on the Previous Week (30–60 minutes)

From your Personal Bible Experience in Exodus this week, have a 

conversation with your group about what you read by answering the 

following questions. 

What was new or compelling to you?

What questions did you have?

Was there anything that bothered you?

What did you learn about loving God?
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What did you learn about loving others?

Preparing for the Week Ahead (15–20 minutes)

WATCH VIDEO WEEK 3:  LE VITICUS, NUMBER S 1–19

To get the most out of what you will be reading in the coming week, 

close your time together by watching the video of Bible teacher John 

Walton explaining the themes and relevance of Leviticus and Numbers 

1–19. Use the following outline to jot down any additional insights or 

questions.

VIDEO NOTES

Leviticus continues the story of God’s presence: How can we host 

the presence of God?

Purpose of Leviticus

Written to detail how to care for sacred space

Understanding Holiness

Holiness is intrinsic to Immanuel theology.

Holiness is a status granted by God.
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Holiness co-identifies us with God.

Holiness is not something we can gain or lose.

Holiness is a status connected to divine presence.

Purpose of Rituals

Sacrifices are “relationship-building” activities.

Sin and guilt offerings cleanse sacred space.

Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)

Rituals are not about salvation.

Purpose of Priests

Priests are guardians of sacred space.

Priests mediate revelation.

Priests mediate access.

Priests mediate worship.
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There’s a difference between the temple and church.

Relevance of Leviticus

Instruction on how to live in the presence of God

It’s not about what we do, but about understanding holiness.

Living into the identity of holiness God has given us.

Numbers 1–19

Themes of Numbers

Traveling with God

Testing God

Spies

Failure to enter land
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Relevance of Numbers

God’s faithfulness despite Israel’s unfaithfulness 

THIS WEEK

Read the books of Leviticus and the first half of Numbers in The Books 

of Covenant History. Maintain your momentum by keeping these guide-

lines in mind:

•	 Read what you can.

•	 Read something every day.

•	 Always have your Books of the Bible with you.

•	 Every week is a new week.

•	 Use this study journal as you do your reading for Week 3: 

Leviticus, Numbers, recording any thoughts on the Daily 

Reading Journal page.
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THE NEW TESTAMENT

Israel’s continuing story and its climax in

THE LIFE, DEATH

AND RESURRECTION OF

JESUS THE MESSIAH,

the announcement of

GOD’S VICTORY OVER HUMANITY’S

ENEMIES SIN AND DEATH,

and the invitation for

ALL PEOPLES TO BE

RECONCILED TO GOD

and to share in his

RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS.
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INVITATION  TO  

Ne w  T e sta m en t

The New Testament is the second of the two major divisions in the 

Bible, filling the final one-quarter of its pages. It continues the 

story, begun in the First Testament, of how God is restoring his original 

purpose in creation by working through the chosen people of Israel. It 

tells specifically how this story reached its crowning moment in the 

first century AD as Jesus of Nazareth, Israel’s Messiah, answered the 

question of who God is and what he’s like once and for all. Through 

his teaching, Jesus revealed the deepest meaning of the laws and 

institutions God gave to the people of Israel. Through his death and res-

urrection, Jesus introduced the forgiveness and life of the age to come 

into the present age. The New Testament also tells how the followers 

of Jesus formed a new community and invited people from all over the 

world to join them. It describes how they worked together to live out 

the reign of God that Jesus had announced and begun. Finally, the New 

Testament looks ahead to the day when Jesus will return to renew all of 

creation and to establish God’s justice and peace throughout the earth.
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I n t roduc t ory  Se ssion

The Introductory Session introduces your group to The Books of 
the New Testament. Hold the Introductory Session the week before 
your fi st meeting. If you are reading straight through all four 
volumes, you will only hold one Introductory Session, which will 
take place before you begin your fi st volume. If you are spreading 
out your reading of the four volumes, it is helpful to have an intro-
ductory gathering the week before you start each one.

Getting to Know You (15–30 minutes)
If your group is new to each other, or if you have any new mem-
bers in your group for this session, invite each group member to 
introduce themselves, using any or all of the following prompts:

•	 List three of your roles in life and what you like about them.

•	 What one word describes your past experience of reading the 

Bible?

•	 What do you hope to get from this journey of reading The Books 

of the New Testament together? 

Introduction (15–30 minutes)

I N T RO D U C E  T H E  

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Explain how the Community Bible Experience works by summarizing 

the information in the book introduction, starting on page 7 of this 

study journal. The key points are:

•	 Five tips for Bible reading

•	 Weekly reading plan

•	 Weekly discussion questions for groups

•	 Three tips for weekly gatherings
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Allow time for discussion about how your group wants to func-
tion with each other and to address any concerns people have 
about doing the Bible reading.

INTRODUCE THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Books of the New Testament contains six sections of important 

introductory material. If time allows, read through all six sections of the 

introductory material together. If your group has read other volumes 

in the past, or if you have time constraints, focus on the Drama of the 

Bible in Six Acts, page v (it’s helpful to read that together before every 

new series), and read the Invitation to the New Testament, page xix.

Preparing for the Week Ahead (15–20 minutes)
Discuss the challenge of reading 12 pages a day. Remind partici-
pants that most readings take around 30 minutes to complete—
about the same time it takes to watch a short TV show.

WATCH VIDEO WEEK 1: LUKE–ACTS

To get the most out of what you will be reading in the coming week, 

close your time together by watching the video of Bible teacher Jeff 

Manion introducing the New Testament and explaining the themes 

and relevance of Luke. Use the following outline to jot down any addi-

tional insights or questions.

V I D EO  N OT E S

What Is the New Testament?

The Old Testament asks, how can the presence of God be 

restored?
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In the New Testament, there is something new: God himself 

enters the planet in Jesus.

New Testament has twenty-seven books:

Gospels (4 books)

The book of Acts

Epistles (21 books)

The book of Revelation

As you read, keep the first-century audience in mind: “What did it 

mean to them?” Then, “What does it mean to me?”

New Testament was written by nine human authors and the 

Divine Author.

Luke

Gospel means “good news”
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Themes of Luke

Early events of Jesus’s life

Women: First-century world was very patriarchal

Meals

Holy Spirit

Relevance of Luke

How might God be calling your voice?

THIS WEEK

Read the book of Luke–Acts in The Books of the New Testament. 
Maintain your momentum by keeping these guidelines in mind:

•	 Read what you can.

•	 Read something every day.

•	 Always have your Books of the Bible with you.

•	 Every week is a new week.

•	 Use this study journal as you do your reading for Week 1: Luke–

Acts, recording any thoughts on the Daily Reading Journal page.
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W E E K  1

Lu k e –Ac ts
W E E K  1

Lu k e –Ac ts

LUKE

We have reunited the two volumes of Luke–Acts and placed them first 

because they provide an overview of the New Testament period. Luke 

wrote this two-volume history to serve several important purposes:

1.	 He wanted to assure followers of Jesus that what they’d been 

taught about him was trustworthy.

2.	 Luke documents how God kept the promise he made to the 

people of Israel by sending them their long-awaited Messiah, 

demonstrating that the true God is faithful and can be trusted 

completely.

3.	 He proves that the extension of God’s blessings to the Gentiles 

is not a fickle change of plans but rather the masterful 

fulfillment of a plan God has been pursuing over the ages.

What to watch for in Luke: Keep watch for some unlikely cast 

members in Luke’s drama. Luke highlights Jesus’s compassion toward 

the outsiders and outcasts of his day: the poor, the disabled, tax col-

lectors, women, children, and others. According to Luke, Jesus is for 

everybody.

PERSONAL BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Your personal Bible experience starts with a daily practice of reading the 

Bible. This week before your group meeting, read the book of Luke. Use 

the journaling space to capture your thoughts, questions, responses, 

emotions, and insights as you read the daily selection. Keep in mind the 

questions you will be talking about with your discussion group:
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•	 What was new or compelling to you?

•	 What questions did you have?

•	 Was there anything that bothered you?

•	 What did you learn about loving God?

•	 What did you learn about loving others?

Daily Reading Journal

Day 1: Luke-Acts Invitation–Luke 4:13 (pages 1–11)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 2: Luke 4:14–9:50 (pages 11–24)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 3: Luke 9:51–13:21 (pages 25–33)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 4: Luke 13:22–19:27 (pages 33–42)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Day 5: Luke 19:28–24:5 (pages 42–54)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Welcome to Session 2 of the Community Bible Experience. You have 

been experiencing the Bible personally by reading through the book 

of Luke this week, and now your group has gathered to experience the 

Bible in community with each other. Think of your discussion as more 

of a book club than a Bible study.

Reflecting on the Previous Week (30–60 minutes)

From your Personal Bible Experience in Luke this week, have a conver-

sation with your group about what you read by answering the following 

questions. 

What was new or compelling to you?

What questions did you have?

Was there anything that bothered you?
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What did you learn about loving God?

What did you learn about loving others?

Preparing for the Week Ahead (15–20 minutes)

WATC H  V I D EO  W E E K  2:  
LU K E – AC T S ,  1–2  T H E SSA LO N I A N S

To get the most out of what you will be reading in the coming week, close 

your time together by watching the video of Bible teacher Jeff Manion 

explaining the themes and relevance of Acts and 1–2 Thessalonians. Use 

the following outline to jot down any additional insights or questions.

VIDEO NOTES

Acts

What the disciples did after Jesus ascended

Key to Acts: Movement

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

( AC TS  1 : 8 )
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Key Event: At Pentecost, the Spirit descends

Key Picture of Transformation: Community

Key Lesson: God is at work in our disappointment

Key Figure: Saul

[Saul] fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, 

Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecut-

ing,” he replied.

( AC TS  9 : 4 – 5 )

Key City: Antioch

Themes of Acts

Places

Sermons

Conflict and persecution

Movement of the Holy Spirit

Relevance of Acts

Jesus wants to be known
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1–2 Thessalonians

Purpose of 1–2 Thessalonians

To encourage the Thessalonians in their faith

Themes of 1–2 Thessalonians

Encouragement in their suffering

Make a clean break from their old life, and step into their new life

Comfort

THIS WEEK

Read the Acts from the book of Luke-Acts and 1–2 Thessalonians in 

The Books of the New Testament. Maintain your momentum by keeping 

these guidelines in mind:

•	 Read what you can.

•	 Read something every day.

•	 Always have your Books of the Bible with you.

•	 Every week is a new week.

•	 Use this study journal as you do your reading for Week 2: Luke–

Acts, 1–2 Thessalonians, recording any thoughts on the Daily 

Reading Journal page.
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W E E K  2

Lu k e –Ac ts,  
1– 2  T h e ssa l on i a ns

W E E K  2

Lu k e –Ac ts,  
1– 2  T h e ssa l on i a ns

ACTS

While Luke’s first volume tracked Jesus as he worked his way toward 

Jerusalem where he gave his life and then rose again, Luke’s second 

volume, Acts, follows the community of Jesus-followers outward from 

Jerusalem as they expand and spread the good news to Asia, Europe, 

and eventually Rome.

What to watch for in Acts: Notice how God uses hardship to 

advance the good news about Jesus. In Acts, the church’s expan-

sion beyond Jerusalem is a direct result of religious persecution that 

backfires.

1–2 THESSALONIANS

These are among Paul’s earliest letters. In his first letter to the new 

church at Thessalonica (in modern-day Greece), Paul encourages 

believers to hold on to their faith despite intense opposition. Paul writes 

his second letter to correct a false report that the “day of the Lord” had 

come without the vindication the Thessalonians were hoping for.

What to watch for in 1–2 Thessalonians: To better appreci-

ate the context of these letters, think back to Paul’s experience in 

Thessalonica with the jealous Jews who rioted, then followed him to 

Berea and disrupted his efforts again (page 86). Paul knew the believers 

in Thessalonica would be facing violent opposition.
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PERSONAL BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Your personal Bible experience starts with a daily practice of reading 

the Bible. This week before your group meeting, read Acts from the 

book of Luke–Acts, and 1–2 Thessalonians. Use the journaling space 

to capture your thoughts, questions, responses, emotions, and insights 

as you read the daily selection. Keep in mind the questions you will be 

talking about with your discussion group: 

•	 What was new or compelling to you?

•	 What questions did you have?

•	 Was there anything that bothered you?

•	 What did you learn about loving God?

•	 What did you learn about loving others?

Daily Reading Journal

Day 6: Acts 1:1–6:7 (pages 55–64)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 7: Acts 6:8–12:24 (pages 64–75)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Day 8: Acts 12:25–19:20 (pages 75–86)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 9: Acts 19:21–28:31 (pages 87–102)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Day 10: 1 Thessalonians Invitation–2 Thessalonians 3:18 (pages 

103–115)

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE

Welcome to Session 2 of the Community Bible Experience. You have 

been experiencing the Bible personally by reading through Acts in in 

the book of Luke–Acts and 1–2 Thessalonians this week, and now your 

group has gathered to experience the Bible in community with each 

other. Think of your discussion as more of a book club than a Bible 

study.
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Reflecting on the Previous Week (30–60 minutes)

From your Personal Bible Experience in Luke–Acts and 1–2 Thessa

lonians this week, have a conversation with your group about what you 

read by answering the following questions. 

What was new or compelling to you?

What questions did you have?

Was there anything that bothered you?

What did you learn about loving God?

What did you learn about loving others?
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Preparing for the Week Ahead (15–20 minutes)

WATC H  V I D EO  W E E K  3:  
1–2  CO R IN T H I A N S ,  G A L AT I A N S ,  RO M A N S

To get the most out of what you will be reading in the coming week, close 

your time together by watching the video of Bible teacher Jeff Manion 

explaining the topics and relevance of 1–2 Corinthians, Galatians, and 

Romans. Use the following outline to jot down any additional insights 

or questions.

VIDEO NOTES

1 Corinthians

Topics in 1 Corinthians

Gave Paul’s answers to the Corinthians’ questions:

Can a Christian eat food sacrificed to idols? In reply, Paul asked, 

how does your decision affect other believers? How does it help 

you love?

Why is there a resurrection of the body?

Gave Paul’s response to Corinthians’ problems:

Division, factions, believers suing each other

People were not sharing food during the Lord’s Supper.
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2 Corinthians

Topics in 2 Corinthians

Paul’s defense of his reputation

God’s comfort in trials

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 

those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves re-

ceive from God.

( 2  CO R I N T H I A N S  1 : 3 – 4 )

Offerings and generosity

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 

that you through his poverty might become rich.

( 2  CO R I N T H I A N S  8 : 9 )

Galatians

Problem in Galatians

People were from Gentile backgrounds, and Judaizers were 

confusing them, saying faith in Jesus was insufficient to save.
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Key topic in Galatians

Inner transformation and the fruit of the Spirit

Romans

Topics in Romans

Central point: Gospel (good news)

Bad news: We are born rebellious

Righteousness: What does it mean for a deeply flawed person to 

be right with God? 

Words describing our new relationship with Christ: Justification, 

redemption, sanctification

Justification: God declaring guilty people just

Redemption: Set free because of Christ

Sanctification: Learning to live the new life

Relevance of Romans

Fresh encounter with God’s love, mercy, and grace
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THIS WEEK

Read the books of 1–2 Corinthians, Galatians, and half of Romans in 

The Books of the New Testament. Maintain your momentum by keeping 

these guidelines in mind:

•	 Read what you can.

•	 Read something every day.

•	 Always have your Books of the Bible with you.

•	 Every week is a new week.

•	 Use this study journal as you do your reading for Week 3: 1–2 

Corinthians, Galatians, Romans, recording any thoughts on the 

Daily Reading Journal page.
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